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Organization:  Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada  

Item 3:  Interactive dialogue, Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances 

 Date: 19 September 2023 

Speaker: Rebekah Smith 

 

Oral Statement to the 54th Session of the UN Human Rights Council from Lawyers’ 

Rights Watch Canada (LRWC), the International Bar Association’s Human Rights 

Institute, and the Law Society of England and Wales, NGOs in special consultative status, 

endorsed by Peacemakers Trust, Memorial Human Rights Defence Centre, The 29 

Principles, and the Network of Chinese Human Rights Defenders, NGOs without 

consultative status  
 

Global impunity for enforced disappearances: Call for universal ratification of the 

Convention for the Protection of all Persons against Enforced Disappearances  
 

Mr. President, 
  
Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada, the International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute, the 

Law Society of England and Wales, with endorsing NGOs, appreciate the efforts1 of the 

Working Group. 
 

Impunity2 for enforced disappearances affects hundreds of thousands of persons in at least 85 

countries.3 Lawyers and defenders exposing human rights abuses are at particular risk of 

enforced disappearance4 or obstruction of their advocacy for disappeared persons.5  
 

Enforced disappearances place victims outside all protection of the law.6 Temporary enforced 

disappearances are no exception7 and include:  
 

▪ China’s systematic enforced disappearances of lawyers and defenders through Residential 

Surveillance in a Designated Location;8  

▪ Russia’s systematic enforced disappearances of defenders, including in Ukraine.9 
 

Despite General Assembly resolutions and the Secretary General’s10 calls for universal 

ratification, just 72 States have ratified the Convention on enforced disappearances.11  
 

We urge all Council members and observer States to:  
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▪ Ratify the Convention; 

▪ Criminalize enforced disappearance; 

▪ Investigate every disappearance using the Working Group’s standards;12  

▪ Protect advocates and families of the disappeared from reprisals and obstruction; and  

▪ Ensure incorporation of the Convention’s definition of enforced disappearance into the draft 

treaty on crimes against humanity. 
 

Thank you.  
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