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Organization:  Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada  

Item 3:  Interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur  

 Date: 21 September 2023 

Speaker: Catherine Morris 

 

Oral Statement to the 54th Session of the UN Human Rights Council from Lawyers’ Rights 

Watch Canada (LRWC), the International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute, 

Lawyers for Lawyers, and the Law Society of England and Wales, NGOs in special 

consultative status, and endorsed by OVD-Info, NGO without consultative status  

 

Russia’s systematic restrictions and repressive actions against human rights lawyers 

 

Mr. President, 

  

Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada, the International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute, 

Lawyers for Lawyers, and the Law Society of England and Wales, along with OVD-Info, thank 

the Special Rapporteur for her inaugural report.1 

 

Russia has a longstanding pattern of violating its international law obligations to repress peaceful 

dissent. Since February 2022, Russia has intensified its abuse of laws to suppress all opposition 

within Russia to its full-scale aggression against Ukraine. Human rights lawyers face intensified 

restrictions on fulfilment of their professional duties, and repression of their rights to freedom of 

expression and assembly.2 Lawyers’ access to clients has been unlawfully delayed or denied3 on 

hundreds of occasions.4 Authorities have designated Russian lawyers or legal advocacy groups 

as “foreign agents” or “undesirable organizations,” and have orchestrated unjustified 

disbarments.5 Lawyers have been charged or imprisoned for “discrediting”6 the use of Russian 

Armed Forces or disseminating “deliberately false information”7 for exposing facts or opinions 

that differ from official narratives. 

 

We urge the Council: 

a. To renew the Special Rapporteur’s mandate; and  

b. To insist that Russia: 

▪ halt and remove all designations of Russian lawyers and legal advocacy groups as 

“foreign agents” or “undesirable organizations,” and  

▪ release and withdraw fines and charges against all lawyers and defenders detained, 

charged, or convicted of offences regarding anti-war expression. 

 

Thank you. 
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270.3, including Dmitry Talantov, a human rights lawyer and president of the Bar Association of 
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